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Malcolm Davis Architecture Designs  
A Sustainable, Modern-Day Villa 

 
This stunning Northern California residence embodies the very essence of sustainable           
living—from the material selections to the homeowners’ own lifestyle.  
  
SAN FRANCISCO, CA (APRIL 2, 2020) – Malcolm Davis Architecture (MDa) found inspiration in             
the surrounding landscape when designing this sustainable residence in Northern California.           
Embodying a casual, indoor-outdoor California lifestyle with its zen-like presence and modern            
architectural style, the residence, which is set amongst sweeping redwood and oak trees,             
resembles a modern-day villa.  
 
Sustainable strategies were considered in the early planning stages of the residence. For             
example, instead of demolishing the original residence, the design team and homeowners opted             
to carefully dismantle it in order to salvage lumber and other materials, some of which were                
repurposed into the final design. MDa incorporated time-proven passive solar concepts to            
maximum effect, including southern exposures, thermal mass, cross ventilation for natural           
cooling and carefully calibrated solar shading along the generous southern overhangs. Other            
sustainable features include grey water harvesting, whereby the bathing and laundry water are             
stored and repurposed to flush toilets and irrigate the landscape, as well as photovoltaic panels               
that produce electricity and solar thermal plans that preheat the domestic and pool water.  
 
Another important design move was to preserve a hundred-year-old, above ground concrete            
cistern, a remnant of the site’s agrarian history. The result was that the residence earned a total                 
of 115 green points using the regional GreenPoint Rated Checklist certification system. 
 
From a design perspective, the house, while distinctly modern in style, pulls forms and materials               
from 80 years of contemporary Northern California architecture. Harkening back to the            
property’s history as a walnut grove, MDa worked with Bernard Trainor Landscape Design to              
retain the existing redwood and oak trees, as well as to cultivate an olive grove at the lower half                   
of the site. The olive grove and lack of a perimeter fence around the property make the property                  
and neighboring parcels feel more expansive as they “borrow” a sense of spaciousness from one               
another.  
 
About Malcolm Davis Architecture 
(mdarch.net @malcolmdavisarchitecture) 
MDA's design philosophy is rooted in context, specifically site-specific, classic forms imbued with             
strong interior and exterior connections. Utilizing natural light is of paramount importance to             
the firm, as are the unique challenges of urban infill, historic buildings and sustainable building               
strategies. With a passion for bringing warmth to modern design, MDA celebrates each project’s              
character through careful interpretation and sensitivity to the program, orientation, context and            
climate, whether new build or renovation. 
 
Media Inquiries: High-resolution images, and/or interviews with Malcolm Davis are available           
upon request. Please contact Erin Cullerton at  
erin@designagencyco.com​. 
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