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2 Ecological Link between Philippe-Laheurte Park and the adjacent woodland
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3 Entrance to Philippe-Laheurte Park off Cavendish Boulevard
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The Borough of Saint-Laurent is the largest industrial area in Québec. Over 70% of its 
territory is made up of built structures or paved surfaces that are susceptible to the 
creation of heat islands.

Mont-Royal Park
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Natural Environments,
Parks and Green Spaces Conservation and Enhancement of the Natural Environments

Creation of New Habitats

Consolidation of Ecological Connectivity

Cultural and Social Network Strengthening

Revegetation Potential

Urban Structures

Social and Cultural Fabric

EXISTING CONTEXT, POTENTIAL, AND GENERAL GUIDELINES

Borough of Saint-Laurent, Montréal

Biodiversity Corridor
MASTER PLAN 2020-2040

WetlandFlowery MeadowWoodland Edge

Diagram showing existing and potential habitat for pollinators, birds, land mammals, amphibians, and aquatic species.

A MAJOR PLAN FOR A BIODIVERSITY CORRIDOR IN QUÉBEC

The barren land located under Saint-Laurent’s giant power lines, will serve as the backbone
of the projected Biodiversity Corridor. The currently sterile strips of mowed lawn will be
transformed into flowering meadows, changing with the seasons, and attracting birds,
pollinating insects and small animals. 

The Borough’s existing parks and woodlands—biodiversity nodes with a high ecological
potential—will be reconnected and provide fauna and flora with a continuous green
network reaching up to Rivière-des-Prairies. Saint-Laurent residents and workers will 
be able to enjoy a privileged space to discover nature and pursue leisure activities. 

Plans for the future Biodiversity Corridor 
include the introduction of flowering meadows
under the overhead power lines, wooded edges,

ponds, new pedestrian trails, and upgraded 
bicycle paths, all part of a continuous 

green network.

The multi-use overpass, at the northernmost part of the
Biodiversity Corridor, will provide a “green bridge” for
human and wildlife. It will link the Biodiversity Corridor
to the Bois-de-Liesse and Saraguay nature parks as well
as to the shores of Rivière-des-Prairies. 8
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The southern entrance to the Biodiversity Corridor at the junction
of Highway 40 and Cavendish boulevard will signal the presence
of the corridor. The sterile-looking interchange and its immediate
surroundings will be transformed through the introduction of 
a variety of flowers, native grasses, and trees.

1 Wet Bioretention Basins of Philippe-Laheurte Park

… a diversified urban landscape, reconnecting all living beings
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Woodland

Wetland/Wet Retention Basin

Dry Retention Basin

River

Woodland/Trees

Flowering Plants, Native Grasses and Shrubs

Sustainable Landscaped Area

River

Biodiversity Node

Connectivity

River

Biodiversity Node

Cultural and Social Pole

Existing Bicycle Path

Projected Bicycle Path

Main Infrastructures

Paths Off Street Grid

Biodiversity Corridor, Borough of Saint-Laurent, Montréal, Québec Client: Arrondissement de Saint-Laurent - Ville de Montréal 
Division de l’environnement et de la protection du territoire

civiliti, LAND Italia, Table Architecture, Biodiversité Conseil

Tree planting along the edges of the Corridor, 
as well as policies promoting green roofs and landscaped 

parking areas, will contribute to wildlife and  plant diversity. 
Private owners will be encouraged to replace their traditional

mown lawns with species used in the public domain.

The corridor will ensure 
connection between existing and

new habitats for all living 
creatures including migrating

species such as the 
Monarch Butterfly.

The introduction of ground contours and 
low stone walls will break up the homogeneity 

of the mostly flat landscape. Rain gardens 
and bioretention basins will allow for 
filtration of surface waters and better 

soil absorption. 
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