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House G

Background

The countryside of China has in recent years undergone rapid changes due to the national policy to encourage
development of rural areas. Large amount of boutique hotels, B&Bs, tourist centers, Instagram-able cafes,
bookstores were erected amidst the beautiful scenery of China’s suburb. These tourism-driven projects gener-
ally existed as products that add values to developers’ investments and depict a rural utopia. They have recently
become the typical model of rural rejuvenation in China. Contrary to this typical and utopian model, House G
is an atypical mode of rural intervention in the way that it is an architecture designed for a local family, rather
than for investors. The design is honestly based on the true and fundamental needs of users and their living
experiences. It is a house that reflects the daily domestic lives and activities of the family, as opposed to be a
spectacle inserted in the suburban landscape.

Contextual constraints

House G is located in a suburban village two hours away from Shanghai. The client is an aged couple whose
children lives in downtown Shanghai but occasionally visit. The village has a set of serious regulations govern-
ing the design of the houses in terms of areas, height, orientation and etc. Local customs such as superstitions
or cultural traditions and beliefs form another layer of constraints. The two sets of “rules” basically define the
current domestic vernacular landscape in the rural areas of Yangtze Delta Region. As a response to these con-
straints, the house adopted a form that elegantly and humbly exists in the surrounding as opposed to be an icon
imposed onto the landscape. It took the form of a linear pitched-roof longitudinal volume that naturally blends
in the context. The south facade is elongated to increase exposure to sunlight and views towards the paddy.
Extended roof and continuous balconies emphasized the horizontality of the house, which perceptually reduces
the height of it, and unifies the two separate volumes into a whole. The overhanging horizontal roof is also an
element derived from the traditional vernacular architecture in Southern China.

Hierarchy of publicness

The first level of the house was designed to reflect the mode of communication and living habits of the house
owners. The concept of publicness becomes hierarchical and was manifested in various spatial manners. Con-
trary to a residence in the city or a weekend house of urban dwellers, a vernacular house in the village does not
only fulfill the needs to live, but also the needs to produce and interact with neighbors.

The yard on the South is the most public area of the house. It functions as the official entrance, a place for food
production, and a place of interaction. Part of the southern yard are reserved for growing of crops and local-
ly-grown vegetables. The earth still firmly ties to each village resident in terms of emotion, security, reference
to time, and food production. Other part of the yard becomes the extension of domestic life from the interior
outwards. Benches and outdoor washing sinks are placed at the periphery of the court. They subtly define the
boundary of the property and provide spaces of interaction between the house owner and their neighbors. The
extended balcony on the second level not only provides shading and protection from rain, but also defines an
area for neighbors to gather.

The foyer of the house is not merely an entrance, but also a leisure space for house owner to play Majong with
his neighbors. The living room performs not only as a space of gathering for the family, but also is a religious
space to worship the ancestors during special occasions. The second level of the house is the private domain
and a place for mental retreat. Washrooms and bedrooms for the owner and their children who sometimes
visit are connected by a double-height corridor which spatially extends upwards to the mezzanine on top. A bar
table is placed in this corridor to provide a “node” for the family to have cup of tea and relax, thus eliminating
the nature of the space as pure circulation.

The continuous balconies and terrace is an extension of interior spaces on the second level. They provide a
chance to enjoy the great views of the surroundings and a place for family members and close friends or rel-
atives to gather without being disturbed by the neighbors. The small courtyard on the mezzanine level is the
most private area of the house and is only used by the family members. It is a place to read, reflect and contem-
plate, especially for the owner’s daughter who resides in the city and occasionally returns and seeks solitude.
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The ordinary versus the spectacle

House G offers us an opportunity to re-think and challenge the utopian mode of development going on in Chi-
na’s countryside. Should the countryside be the next testing ground for architects and investors to impose and
create icons and spectacles? Or should rural rejuvenation be a reflection and improvement of the local needs
and habits? House G takes a humble attitude and offers a new perspective in defining the domestic and vernac-
ular landscape of Shanghai’s suburb.

Project data and credits:

Project name: House G
Project location: Shanghai
Project year: 2017-2019
Program: Residential
Structure: Reinforced concrete
Floor Area: 230 sgm.

Architect: Interval Architects

Principals-in-charge: Oscar KO, GU Yunduan

Design team: Oscar KO, GU Yunduan, FANG Hangqi, ZHOU Yi, CHEN Heqiao, YE Changqing, CHEN Jingyi
Client: GU Family

Photography: ZHI Geng
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Selected Projects Ii1H

Tower of Bricks B PRILTRELE Ring Museum of Aquatic Plants fE¥IRIEZIE

Rollercoaster IT L1 ZE The Big Steps BMM1ABIE

Hotel in a Mine & B Tengchong Boutique Hotel B & & F1TIE
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Co-founders & Principal Architects

Oscar KO

- Lecturer, University of Hong Kong

- Master of Architecture, Columbia University, New York
- B.Sc. in Architecture, University of Michigan, Ann Arbor
- Practiced in Spain, Germany, Norway, Hong Kong

Yunduan GU
- Bachelor of Architecture, Tongji University, Shanghai
- National Class 1 Registered Architect

Awards & Nominations

-<WAN Awards> Emerging Practice of the Year - Silver Prize, 2019
-<Architecture MasterPrize> Institutional Architecture category
Small Firm of the Year, 2019

-<Dezeen Awards> Emerging Architect of the Year category
longlist, 2019

-<AlA Shanghai & Beijing Chapter Architecture Design Excellence Awards>
Shanghai | Beijing Shortlist, 2019

-<ICONIC Awards> Best of Best & Winner, 2019

-<Architecture MasterPrize> Winner, 2019

-<Architizer A+ Awards> Special Mention, 2019

-<PLAN Award> Honorable mention, 2019

Exhibitions

- City Metamorphosis: Renewal of Waterfront Space, Landscape
and Community, Shanghai Urban Space Art Season Site Exhibition
of Hongkou District, 2019

- Architectural Society of China Exhibition, CADE Architecture De-
sign Expo Shanghai, 2019

- Beyond the Painting, Wallpaper* Shanghai Urban Life Lab, 2019

Publications

- <Domus> Italy (China Edition), 2019/3

- <Wallpaper * > UK (China Edition), 2019/1-2
- <Time Architecture> China, 2019/7; 2018/9
- <THE PLAN> Italy, 2019/12-2020/1

- <Architektur> Austria, 2019/2

- <SPACE> Korea, 2019/3

- <d+a> Singapore, 2019/5; 2017

- <NEW ERA BASIC EDUCATION BUILDING DESIGN GUIDELINES>
China, 2019/10

- <ArchiCreation> China, 2019/9

- <hinge> Hong Kong, 2019/9; 2012/4

- <Hospitality Design> USA, 2019/5

Lectures

- Residual Space, Shanghai Academy of Fine Arts, 2019

- Continuity, INTERNI Design Talk, 2019

- City Metamorphosis - Residual Space and Publicness, Shanghai SUSAS
Exhibition, 2019

- From Site to Architecture, China*Italy Real Estate Design Forum, 2019
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Contact BXZ&

Website [ 17
http://www.interval-architects.com

Email MBFA
for project and general inquiries MV 45 ¥1f -
office@interval-architects.com

for press request AR A1E
media@interval-architects.com

Tel. HLi%
(+86) 21 6048 3257

Address Hi ik
1/F, No.2, Lane 85, Shanyin Road,
Hongkou District, Shanghai, China

F AR T 1T X L B 6 85 5725 1A%
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Instagram
https://www.instagram.com/intervalarchitects/

Facebook
https://www.facebook.com/Interval-Architects-204704656882048/

LinkedIn
https://www.linkedin.com/company/intervalarchitects/

Twitter
https://twitter.com/IntervalArchite

Pinterest
https://www.pinterest.com/IntervalArchitectsChina/

WeChat Public Account f{& A4k 5 : Interval_Architects




