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Yunlu Wetland Exhibition Hall of Heron is located at

e

Shunde Yunlun Wetland Park, next to the bird
sanctuary island where 25,000 herons live. The
building is the combination of bird observation tower
and wetland exhibition gallery, meant to provide
visitors a special bird watching experience and raise
their awareness of the wetland ecosystem.
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The building sits behind a row of existing sequoia

forest, hidden in the woods, to minimize the existence.

It consists of four vertically stacked concrete tubes,
each of which is rotated according to the current
conditions of the site to optimize the view, with the
first to fourth floors looking out to the roots, trunks,
crowns, and treetops of the trees, acting like four
camera viewfinders, allowing one to see the activities
of the herons on the trees at different heights
throughout the day.
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To protect the local environment, the building footprint
is designed to minimize removal of native trees on the
site. After mapping the 560 existing trees, we locate
the building carefully and rotate the massing of each
level to avoid confliction with trees while capturing
good view.
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L3: Tree Root
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The building adopts box-type concrete structure, with
each tube’s sidewalls, top and bottom slabs work
jointly and provide an overall support against the load.

The facade is cast-in-place pine-molded concrete.
The fine grain of pine wood gives a natural texture to
the facade, echoing the surrounding forest. The roof of
the building is covered by a lotus pond, and the
ecological water feature weakens the presence of the
building on the fifth elevation so that the herons would
not be intimidated by the four-story structure.
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A large triangular atrium connects the four-story
volume together, with sunlight filtered through the
upper skylights and softened by deep beams,
penetrating the interior of the building. Underneath
the skylight is the physical model of the wetland park.
Standing in the middle of the atrium, one can see
three viewfinder windows at the same time, in which
three carefully selected nature views are embedded.
Being in the building, wrapped in soft natural light,
one can feel the flow of seasons, the harmonious
coexistence of different species and the magic of
nature through the viewfinder window.
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