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CISHAN TRIBE: WHERE 8000-YEAR

CULTURAL RELICS ENCOUNTER PUBLIC
CHILDREN'’S SPACE
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Cishan Tribe, located on a sloped landscape plaza in front of the Handan
MixC One Mall, covering approximately 3,200 sqm. It is a unique children’s
playscape themed around cultural heritage.
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Location : MixC One Plaza, No. 277,
Lianpo North Street, Economic
Development Zone, Handan City,
Hebei Province, China

Developer: China Resources Land Ltd.

Design: XISUI Design

Scope: 3200nT

Status: Built

Completion: 30th April 2024

Main Material: Wood-Plastic Composites
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Project Background and Challenges

Situated 2 kilometers east of Handan East Station, the Cishan
Tribe is developed by the same proprietor as the MixC One Mall.
The vision was to create an outdoor, free children’s activity space
for the public that would also ignite regional vitality and attract
popularity, attention, and foot traffic to the commercial center.

Handan, a city with a rich 3, 100-year urban history, is historically
significant due to the Wu'an Cishan culture from the Neolithic erq,
marking the new chapter of agricultural civilization and the earliest
discovery of millet and hens globally.

The challenge was to integrate the historical narrative of cultural
relics into the children’s activity space in an engaging way,
responding to the local historical context while meeting the
needs of contemporary commerce and parent-child activities,
and presenting a concise and cohesive design that maintains the
inclusiveness of the site and a non-cluttered skyline.
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Design Solutions

Drawing inspiration from Handan's distinct historical symbols, the
design team incorporated elements such as round-topped wooden
huts, domestic chickens, millet, and walnuts into children’s activity
facilities, reflecting the primitive tribal lifestyle of Cishan 8,000
years ago. The use of natural materials, including raw woods,
wood-plastic composites, and stones, preserves the features of
primitive dwellings and allows children to feel as if they have
traveled back to an ancient tribe while playing.
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Simulate and Immerse Yourself in the Interesting World of the Cishan Tribe, and Learn About the Origin of the Earth Beneath Your Feet while Playing
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Key installations include:

Egg-Hatching Chicken Installation: Incorporating functions such as slides, climbing nets, crawling tubes, and observation decks, it is inspired
by a hen incubating eggs. It symbolizes nurturing and the rich heritage of Cishan culture. This not only represents “nurturing” but also signifies
the uninterrupted history of Handan, a cultural city influenced by Cishan, for thousands of years. It also reflects the unique historical significance
of Cishan as the earliest site of chicken domestication and breeding worldwide.
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Tribal Wooden House: A pavilion for resting, it integrates functions such as swings, climbing nets, and hanging ropes, showcasing the round-
topped wooden structure characteristic of Cishan dwellings.
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Millet Arch Sculpture: At the entrance, this
sculpture, with its specimen recognition and
kaleidoscope functions, symbolizes the earliest
millet production site and educates children
about grain.

Walnut Seat: Providing a space for lounging,
photography, and resting, it celebrates the
origin of walnuts in the Central Plains.

Running Tripod Bowl: This installation
allows children to experience the fun of
spinning, running quickly, and challenging
the centrifugal force of gravity. It also
commemorates the pottery unearthed at the
Cishan site.
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Project Impact and Significance

The Cishan Tribe project integrates history with the contemporary,
education with recreation, adding a leisure spot for citizens and
energizing the community. It provides a free public outdoor children’s
space that responds to the local historical context, subtly combining
cultural features with activities to meet the aesthetic and functional
needs of commercial spaces as well as parent-child activities. By
immersing children in the play of 8,000-year-old Cishan culture, it
strengthens cultural identity and historical awareness. The project’s
seamless integration with the surroundings contributes to the area’s
vitality and appeal, attracting tourists and locals and becoming a
new cultural and commercial landmark in Handan City.
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Photo by: Yihao Hu (XISUI Design) and FOLOR Studio

Construction Firm: Shanghai Lucgplay Facilities CO.,LTD

Structural Consultant: Spring Architectural Design

Design Team: Yihao Hu, Yang Peng, Chengxi Li, Yihe Liu, Mengzi Zheng, Wengqi Chen,
Tiancheng Chu, Chengxin Ruan, Jiangang Cai
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