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Cuizhu Foreign Language School is a 44,030 m? primary
school located in the old town of Luohu District, Shenzhen.
Luohu District is the oldest and densest area in Shenzhen
with the most irreqular urban fabric. The site is located next
to the city’'s main road, with narrow and irregular shape. The
neighboring buildings include hospitals, residential buildings,
shops and other schools. In such a complex and congested
urban environment, the main challenge for this project was to
provide students with a comfortable and interesting high-den-
sity campus that creates a unique dialogue with the surround-
ing environment.
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STRATEGY 1:
INTERWEAVING THE CITY

For security reasons, traditional Chinese campuses
are closed and inward-looking buildings with high
walls around. Instead of creating another fortress
standing in the city, we want Cuizhu School to weave
into the urban fabric. Because of the 200m towers on
the south side of the project, we concentrated the
teaching space with high sunlight requirements on the
north side, leaving the south side for the sports ground
and living area with relatively loose sunlight require-

ments. After arranging the regular classrooms in a
way that optimizes sunlight, the classrooms are woven
together with large open floorplates to form a rich
teaching space.

Through this more open and fluid environment, we
hope to foster a new educational model—one that
blurs the boundaries of traditional learning and sparks

‘

student creativity. The entire campus becomes a
dynamic learning landscape—where classrooms
extend beyond four walls and learning permeates every
corner of the architecture.
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SITE ANALYSIS
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SOUTHFACING
CLASSROOM GRID.
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SITE AS LANDSCAPE CONTINUOUS SHARED SPACE

Site has 5m height difference Common spaces take advantage of the sloping ground as public
FE AR programs get distrubited along the base
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COURTYARDS
Serving each grade, courtyards are carved out of the growing
base to accomodate various activities
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OCCUPIABLE TERRACES
By terracing each layer, the roofs become occupiable landscapes
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URBAN SECTION
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The school is like the last piece of the puzzle of the old town of Luohu, embedded in the site
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STRATEGY 2:
FIFTH ELEVATION

The project site is very limited, with a planned plot
ratio of over 3.0 and more than 40 classes. In order
to alleviate the oppression of the school building’s
volume on the playground, the school building is set
back from the south to the north, bringing nature
from the ground level to each elevation, creating a
terraced, organically growing urban landscape.
Each grade has its own rooftop garden, where
students can quickly come to play and relax during
the 10-minute recess. The rooftop gardens at
different levels are oriented toward various city
views, creating intriguing framed vistas and
extended sightlines across the urban fabric.

The building stretches horizontally, with overlapping
terraces and vibrant colors, becoming not just a
joyful place where students learn amidst nature,
but also a gift returned to the historic Luohu
district.
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STRATEGY 3:
SIX COURTYARDS
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We aim to define the campus boundary with hard
edges while softening its relationship with the city
through a series of courtyards. By taking into account
ventilation, daylight, and the surrounding context, we
have “carved out” six outdoor courtyards, each with
distinct spatial qualities. The central courtyard,
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known as the Tree Courtyard, sits at the heart of the
building and draws sunlight deep into the interior.

The other five courtyards respond to their immediate
context, framing various views of views around them.

Programs are vertically stacked. Regular class- 3 >
rooms, which are th§ most demanding in terms of 1 ; L : e v-\’ < 4 -
sunlight and regulations, are located on floors 1-4. Y LI - g l. - - -
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Special classrooms are located on floors 5-6. Other i - i i) W
large-scale spaces, such as the auditoriums, gym, - (I | i
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cafeteria, and library are located underground. The i ] ‘ ’ MR
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courtyard extends to underground, bringing sunlight
and natural wind to the negative ten meter elevation,
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allowing nature to penetrate into the lower part of
the building.
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STRATEGY 4: ECO-CAMPUS

The traditional slab-style teaching buildings commonly found across China
are a result of standardized, one-size-fits-all building codes. This project
seeks to break away from that convention by reimagining the school typol-
ogy to suit the climate of Shenzhen, creating a green campus where stu-
dents can learn in close connection with nature. Shenzhen’s subtropical
monsoon climate brings hot, humid summers with abundant sunlight and
rainfall. Multi-layered rooftop gardens help reduce solar heat gain during
summer and mitigate surface runoff during heavy rains. Deep building
slabs provide ample shading for classrooms and allow students to move
between spaces without the need for umbrellas, regardless of the weather.
The building facades are equipped with corrugated perforated metal panels
for sun-shading. These panels are set 400mm below the floor slab edge,
blocking harsh midday sun while allowing the softer afternoon light to filter
into the interior.
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